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THE DESTINATION 
THAT HAS IT ALL!



GET TO KNOW KWAZULU-NATAL

A PLACE WHERE THE AMBIENCE 
AND THE PEOPLE ARE AS WARM AND 
INVITING AS THE CLIMATE.

Welcome to KwaZulu-Natal, a world-renowned destination 
situated on the East Coast of our beautiful country, steeped 
in rich history and a vibrant cultural heritage – it truly is a 
refl ection of our rainbow nation.

Home to premium leisure and outdoor adventures that stretch 
from our pristine coastline to the peaks of the Ukhahlamba 
Drakensberg Mountains and reaching wild terrain where the 
Big 5 roam freely, KwaZulu-Natal is most defi nitely a must-visit 
destination with something for everyone... believe it! 

Want to experience a destination that has it all?

With a picturesque 600 kilometre coastline, the best-
protected indigenous coastal forests and world heritage sites 

in South Africa such as the iSimangaliso Wetland Park and the 
mountainous ‘Barrier of Spears’ in Ukhahlamba-Drakensberg 
Park, the province is also home to world-class nature reserves, 
including Africa’s oldest reserve, the Hluhluwe-iMfolozi Park.

Boasting some of the most iconic views and unbelievable 
historical sites, KwaZulu-Natal covers some 94 351 square 
kilometres and comprises about 7,8% of the country’s land mass.

Deriving its name from the Zulu meaning of the word ‘KwaZulu’, 
being the ‘dwelling place of the Zulu’ and the name ‘Porto 
Natalia’, given to the Port of Durban by early Portuguese 
explorers, KwaZulu-Natal’s pride lies in its people and its 
impeccable legacy of being a dream destination!

Considered South Africa’s leading domestic tourist destination 
and a rapidly growing international destination of choice, the 
province presents inexhaustible options for the most discerning 
travellers.

HOME TO A MULTI-CULTURAL SHOWPIECE, 
KWAZULU-NATAL IS HOME TO NOT ONLY 
SPECTACULAR TOURIST DESTINATIONS AND 
ACTIVITIES BUT ALSO BOASTS THE SECOND 
LARGEST ECONOMY IN THE COUNTRY. 
With a key competitive advantage of unmatched natural resources, well-developed 
fi rst-world infrastructure and an advantageous coastal location, KwaZulu-Natal 
enjoys a burgeoning economy that’s ready to do business with the world, making it 
one of the most sophisticated emerging markets.

These are just some of the reasons why KwaZulu-Natal has enjoyed the spotlight in 
the tourism space and will continue to do so, for many years. 

Population: 

11,1 MILLION
Capital City: 
PIETERMARITZBURG, 
KWAZULU-NATAL

GDP per capita:

10,406
Ranked 

in South Africa 
by GDP

7th
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@tourismkzn_offi cial

KwaZulu-Natal, and especially Durban and the adjacent coastal belt, are 
lucky enough to enjoy wonderful weather year-round with hot, sub-tropical 
summers and mild winters.

Tel: +27 (0) 31 366 7500
Airport O�  ce: +27 (0) 32 436 0013
V&A Cape Town O�  ce: +27 (0) 21 418 1684

uShaka Marine World: +27 (0) 31 816 6600 
Email: enquiries@zulu.org.za

SUNNY 
SEASON



KWAZULU-NATAL – A “MUST-DO” EXPERIENCE

BELIEVE IT
See you at the top
With nature’s best kept secrets lurking 
around every corner, KwaZulu-Natal is 
a hiking enthusiast’s dream. The region 
is not lacking in scenic trails, from easy 
walks for all, to strenuous mountain 
hikes and, for the more adventuresome, 
climbing trails scaling heights of up 
to 3 000m above sea level in the 
Drakensberg Mountains. 

YOU’RE WELCOME, 
ALL-YEAR ROUND! 
Take in all the sights, sounds and smells of our 
beautiful province as you journey through untamed 
bush-land and wildlife or educate yourself about the 
deep-seated culture and history of the Zulu Kingdom 
with a trip to traditional villages and if it’s art you’re 
after, the uKhahlamba-Drakensberg Park boasts a 
treasure trove of San art.

From the sub-tropical paradise of its pristine coastline, 
to its towering mountains, snow-capped in winter, 
to the natural wilderness of its hot, dry plains where 
cacti and aloes abound… you’d better believe KZN has 
everything to o� er those who choose to visit or do 
business in our beautiful province.

So let’s provide you with a snapshot of this idyllic 
region – it’s yours to discover. KwaZulu-Natal’s 
tourist and business hub is the port city of Durban. 
Home to some fi ve million people, nowhere else 
in the world will you fi nd such a unique fusion of 
raw, natural beauty, modern sophistication, cultural 
diversity and pulsating energy – all in the most 
breath-taking, natural setting – a melting pot of 
cultures and experiences. 

KwaZulu-Natal is home to not only spectacular tourist 
destinations and activities but also a burgeoning 
economy that’s confi dently carrying out business with 
the world. Built around a bustling port – the busiest in 
Africa – KwaZulu-Natal is a modern destination with 
well-established and highly-advanced infrastructure, 
making it an ideal trade and business destination.

If you’re looking for luxury, leisure and a laidback 
lifestyle, you’ve come to the right place! With a mix 
of top-class accommodation, a world of shopping 
experiences to suit every pocket, world-class sporting 
facilities, leading marine theme parks, electrifying 
nightlife, top-fl ight restaurants o� ering exotic 
tastes of the east that blend easily with both the 
European palate and traditional African cooking and 
gloriously golden beaches, we’d say you’re in for an 
unforgettable experience!

And for those seeking a spot of retail therapy, Durban 
and its surrounds o� er some of the best including 
the Pavilion, the Gateway Theatre of Shopping, one 
of the biggest malls in the southern hemisphere, and 
the Liberty Midlands Mall in nearby Pietermaritzburg, 
capital city of KwaZulu-Natal and many more.

Dive in
With its extensive coast of unspoiled beaches, 
it goes without saying that Durban and 
KwaZulu-Natal’s north and south coasts 
are abundant with aquatic adventures. 
Particularly popular and well-known are 
Sodwana Bay to the north, and Aliwal Shoal 
on the South Coast. This is a coastline which 
will exceed any scuba divers wildest dive 
fantasies.

Go Wild
If you’re ready for a wild ride into the unknown, 
KwaZulu-Natal’s Elephant Coast, North of 
Durban, encompasses the very best in both land 
and sea safari experiences. 
Natural diversity abounds… see some of the 
world’s highest sand dunes, dazzling coral reefs, 
turtle breeding grounds and mangrove swamps, 
and then move inland to vast Savannah grasslands, 
fever trees and rolling thorn bush-land, inhabited 
by Africa’s big-5 and an abundance of other game.

A Rich Heritage
The Zulu Kingdom has a rich history and 
is famed for its battlefi elds of yester-year, 
which today live at peace. Stand on the 
very spots where mighty Zulu warriors, 
Boer Armies and British redcoats fell in the 
heroic three-way struggle for supremacy in 
the regions formative years, and refl ect on a 
di�  cult and bitter time gone by. 

BELIEVE IT



Wave after wave...

SUN-WORSHIPPERS, SURFERS, 
SCUBA DIVERS AND WATER 
SPORT ENTHUSIASTS FROM 
FAR AND WIDE FLOCK TO 
KWAZULU-NATAL BEACHES ALL-
YEAR ROUND TO EXPERIENCE 
A PIECE OF PARADISE, WE CALL 
HOME.

With an average of some 320 sunny days a year 
and temperatures ranging between 16 degrees 
Celsius and 25 degree Celsius during the Winter 
months of June, July and August, and soaring to 
a toasty 32 degrees Celsius in Summer, Durban 
and its adjacent north and south coast resorts 
are particularly famed for hot, sultry summers 
and mild, sunny winters, making our beaches a 
major draw-card for visitors. 

When you want a break from the ‘funshine’, 
you can enjoy a range of nearby water-based 
activities along the Golden Mile... fi ne dining, 
and walks in lush gardens or splash out on curios 
by which to remember your visit.

For the young or young at heart, check out 
uShaka Marine World theme park, comprising 
an ultra-modern aquarium and restaurant built 
into a shipwreck, loads of water slide rides – 
including the highest slide in Africa – and a 
shopping arcade with dozens of specialty shops. 
The park also includes an amazing dolphinarium, 
penguin habitat and a snorkelling lagoon stocked 
with coral fi sh.

BELIEVE IT

Our people, Our Culture
The traditional home of the Zulu nation but a 
shared home to a wonderful tapestry of cultural 
diversity! KwaZulu-Natal is steeped in heritage 
and age-old culture which was also infl uenced by 
European ideals, together with a signifi cant taste 
of the east which is what makes our province a 
melting pot of culture – a place where diversity 
unites people.

So delve into the mix of cultures that make 
up the people of KwaZulu-Natal… experience 
the traditions and beliefs of the Zulu nation at 
Emakhosini Valley – the resting place of 7 Zulu 
Kings, enjoy the colonial architecture prominent 
in both Durban and Pietermaritzburg, or spice 
things up with a visit to the spice emporia at the 
Oriental Plaza in Durban’s City Centre.

The Greatest Shoal on Earth
Every year the warm waters of the Indian 
Ocean, o�  the Zulu Kingdom’s South Coast,  
hosts one of the world’s greatest marine 
migrations… the phenomenon known as the 
Sardine Run. Each winter, millions of these 
small silver fi sh migrate up the coast amidst 
a feeding frenzy of epic proportions, creating 
an exhilarating experience for divers, birders 
and anglers alike. In celebration of ‘the run’, 
the South Coast’s annual Sardine Festival 
incorporates a wide variety of events and 
activities for the thousands of visitors who 
descend on the coast to wait for the fi rst 
sighting of the sardines.

uShaka Marine World
Durban’s uShaka Marine World, situated on 
the city’s famed Golden Mile beachfront, is 
Africa’s largest marine theme park. Visit the 
fi fth largest aquarium in the world by volume 
of water, built into the re-creation of the wreck 
of a 1940’s cargo vessel, relax at any one of 
the many restaurants in and around the ship-
wreck, or devote time to a bit of retail therapy 
in the more than 11 250 square metres of 
shopping space, watch exhilarating dolphin and 
seal shows at the park’s purpose-built stadiums 
before visiting the penguin rookery. Then it is 
onto the Wet ‘n Wild, a freshwater pleasure 
zone for the whole family, featuring lazy river 
rides, speed chutes to get the adrenaline 
pumping and separate swimming pools for 
adults and the kids.

A Golfer’s Paradise
The Zulu Kingdom is one of South Africa’s leading golf destinations and 
is home to numerous top-class courses, including the Durban Country 
Club, which has played host to more SA Open tournaments than any 
other club in the country. No matter your ability, the Zulu Kingdom 
has a plethora of superb courses, including a links option, to challenge 
you. With its idyllic sub-tropical climate, natural beauty and long hours 
of sunshine, this coastal paradise is every golfer’s dream.
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